METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT - CITY OF ST. LOUIS 


INTELLIGENCE UNIT 
CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM 


he 

hlC 


SIR: 


On 03/31/92 this nnit was contacted by| 
of the Missouri S tate Highway Patrol. Troop C Headquarters In' 


Kirkwood Missouri. 


stated that his unit had received 


instructions to investigate an incident, in which a threatening 


letter was sent to the State Capitol, addressed to Lieutenant 
Governor Mel Carnahan. 


The envelope to the letter indicated a return address to; 
Father Bob, Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church at 5017 Northland Av. 
St. Louis, Mo. 63113. 


During the Missouri State Highwa y Patrol * s investigation 


on 03/31 /92, Father Bob was identified as 


W/M 
actually 


sent by a 
described as follows: 


however , 
homeless 




it was learned that the letter was 
person//^nown to the church, who is 



) 



^6b: 


PHN: 

LID: 



be 

hi' 


b 

b 


learned from Father Bob that| [often 
visits the church for food and that he basically l ives on the 
street as a homeless person. Father Bob indicated that | [ has 


an extreme mental condition and has written letters in the past 
using the church and his name (Father Bob) , as a return address. 


OFFICERS : 





;TE: 04/03/92 
'S; 8216 / 8217 




^informed this officer that due to the mental 

condition of the subject, he would not give much credence to the 
threat from the subject, however, the incident would be handled 
accordingly as their standard operating procedures warranted. 

Criminal arrest records on | [ revealed arrests for b 7 c 

Gambling, Striking an Officer (F) , Resisting Arrest (M) , Assault 
1st, Stealing Over and Under and Tampering 1st. 

Affixed to this memorandum are copies fro itJ |of the 

letter and envelope received by his unit from f 

Any and all other information received by this officer 
will be forwarded to you in memorandum form. 
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FD-36 (Rev. H-17-88) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
,Q Teletype 
□ Facsimile . 

S AIRTEL 




4 


FBI 


PRECEDENCE: 
[H Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 
SECRET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
UNCLAS E F T O 
UNCLAS 

Date 5/13/92 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 


SAC, KANSAS CITY 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (9A-SL-176046) (P) 


be 

:b7C 


MEL CARNAHAN, 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, 

STATE OP MISSOURI-VICTIM; 

EXTORTION (A); 

00: SL 

ARMED AND DANGFROng; 

Enclosed for Kansas City are 2 copies of a report 
by the ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT re 
captioned matter. 

gor iflfQcmqition of Kansas City: On 5/2/92, 

MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL, TROOP C, 




• Louis , Missouri , was contacted re his investigation into 
the subject's apparent extortionate letter addressed to 
Lieutenant Governor MEL CARNAHAN. He advised that subject was 
a "street person" that had a history of writing incoherent 
letters and that, due to his mental capacity and demeanor it 
was extremely unlikely that any credible threat exists to 'the 
captioned victim. 

On 5/11/92 AUSA RICHARD L. POEHLING was contacted 
re captioned matter and advised that he would decline 
prosecution upon notification of captioned victim re the 
contents of the letter and resulting investigation. The St. 
Louis, Missouri office of Governor JOHN ASHCROFT was contacted 
on 5/13/92 and advised that the Lieutenant Governor was 
presently located in Jefferson City, Missouri at his office in 
the State Capitol. _ ^ 

1^- St. Louis (9A-SL-176046 ) ^ 

'WCS:w?s"" 
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Approved: ^ Transmitted 


Per 


(Number) (Time) 



LEADS 


KANSAS CITY DIVISION, AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI: 

Contact and interview Lieutenant Governor MEL 
CARNAHAN, 121 State Capitol, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101, 
telephone- 314-751-3000, and advise of contents of captioned 
letter and MSHP threat assessment. 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS 


FD-36 (Rev. 11-17-88) 


FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
□ Teletype 
O Facsimile 
E] AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 
Q Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 
SECRET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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Date 6/17/92 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 


SAC, ST. LOUIS 

SAC, KANSAS CITY (9A-SL-176046) (SPDRA-JCRA) (RUC) 


MEL CARNAHAN, Lieutenant Governor, 
State of Missouri - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION (A) ; 

00 : ST . LOUIS 


ARMED AND DT^GEROUS 
Re SL airtel, 5/13/92. 

On 6/8/92, CARNAHAN'S office in Jefferson City, 
Missouri, was contacted and it was determined that CARNAHAN 
could be reached at his campaign office in St. Louis at 
telephone number (314) 726-1992. 



On the same datd 


St. Louis Campaign 


Headquarters for CARNAHAN, 7751 Carondlet, Suite 600, Clayton, 
Missouri, was contacted in an effort to locate Lieutenant 
Governor CARNAHAN. She advised that CARNAHAN was t raveling 
and not available. She advised that she would havel 


CARNAHAN'S political director, contact the Jefferson 


City office of the FBI. 


On the same date F 
the Jefferson City RA and advised 
letter and the threat assessment by 


_telephonically contacted 
of the contents of the 

the MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY 
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9A-SL-176046 


PATROL (MSHP) . 


[ advised that he would provide the 
information to CARNAHAN, and if CARNAHAN had any further 
questions he would refer him to the FBI's Jefferson City 
office. 


be 

b7C 


In view of the above, no further investigation is 
being conducted and this case is being RUC'd. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS 
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Memorandum 



To SAC, ST. LOUIS (9A-SL-176046) (P) Date 7/23/92 



Subject: 



MEL CARNAHAN, LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, 
STATE OF MISSOURI - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION (A) ; 

00: SL 


be 

:b7C 


For information of the file: 

On 5/11/92, this matter was presented to AUSA RICHARD 
POEHLING for a prosecutive opinion. At That time POEHLING stated 
that he would decline prosecution, after the victim had been 
advised of the situation. A lead was set for the KC division and 
CARNAHAN was duly advised of the matter. Upon receipt of the KC 
communication documenting the above, AUSA POEHLING was again 
advised of the case status. On 7/14/92, he stated that he wished 
to discuss the matter with USA HIGGINS, before declining in the 
matter. As of 7/22/92, AUSA POEHLING has been unable to meet 
with USA HIGGINS, but stated he would do so ASAP. 




Memorandum 






hlZ 


Subject: | 

MEL CARNAHAN, LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, 
STATE OF MISSOURI - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION (A) ; 

00: SL 


Due to this SA's transfer, effective 9/16/92, it is 
requested that this matter be re-assigned. It should be noted 
that a declination from the USA's office has already been 
requested , 



9A-SL-176046 



9 //)' 
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be 

b7C 


• • 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Post Office 7251, Main Station 
In Reply, Please Refer to St. LOUis , MisSOUri 63177 

RieNo. 9A-SL-176046 September 11, 1992 



Honorable Stephen B. Higgins 
United States Attorney 
United States Department of Justice 
1114 Market Street, Room 414 
St. Louis, Missouri 63101 

Attention: Mr. Richard L. Poehling 

Assistant United States Attorney 


Dear Mr. Higgins: Re; | | 

Mel Carnahan, Lieutenant 
Governor, state of 
Missouri - Victim; 
Extortion 


This letter will confirm a conversation between 
Assistant Uni ted States Attorney (A USAl Richard L. Poehling and 
Special Agent] |on May 11, 1992, wherein the 
following was discussed: 



The Missouri State Highway Patrol, Troop C, St. Louis , 
Missouri, had conducted an investigation into] | 

apparent extortionate letter addressed to Lieutenant Gov ernor Mel 

Carnahan. The Highway Patrol's investigation found that 

was a "street person" who had a history of writing incoherent 
letters and that, due to his mental capacity and demeanor, it was 
extremely unlikely that any credible threat existed towards 
Lieutenant Governor Carnahan. 


AUSA Poehling advised that he would decline prosecution 
in the matter, upon notification of Lieutenant Governor Carnahan 
re the contents of the letter and resulting investigation. 

On June 8, 1992, the Jefferson City office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation was advised that Lieutenant 
Governor Carnahan was traveling and not available for interview. 


1-Addressee 

@-St. Louis (9A-SL-176046) 
wcs : Iqs 


Qif\-SL-niiD4'U-if 

SEARCHEl>_ 

SERIALIZED 

INDEXED 

FILED 






) However,! j Carnahan's Political Director, was 

advised of the contents of the letter and the threat assessment 
by the Missouri State Highway Patrol, j jadvised that he 
would provide the information to Carnanan. 

It should be noted that on July 14, 1992, AUSA Poehling 
was advised of the notification of Lieutenant Governor Carnahan 
and confirmed that he would decline prosecution after United 
States Attorney Stephen B. Higgins was apprised of the situation. 
In order to bring this matter to its conclusion, it is requested 
that this opinion be rendered as soon as possible. 

Sincerely yours. 


pedal Agent in Charge 


gent 
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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


P.O. Box 7251 Main Station 

In Reply, Please Refer to St. LOUiS, MisSOUri 63177 

FUeNo. 9A-SL-176046 

April 22, 1993 



Honorable Stephen B. Higgins 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Missouri 
United States Department of Justice 
1114 Market Street, Room 414 
St.. Louis, Missouri 63101 


Attention: Richard L. Poehling 

Assistant United States Attorney 




RE: I I 

Lt. Governor Mel Carnahan- 
Victim; 

Extortion 


Dear Mr . Higgins : 



is t o confirm a conversat ion between Supervisory 

and Assistant United 


This 

Special Agent (SSA)_ 

States Attorney (AUSA) Richard L. Poehling on April 7, 1993, at 
which time the following matter was discussed: 


The Missouri State Highway Patrol, Troop C. St. Louis . 

Missouri, had conducted an investigation into 

apparent extortion letter addressed to Lieutenant Govern or Mel 
Carnahan. The Highway Patrol's investigation found that ] 
was a "street person" who had a history of writing incoherent 
letters and that, due to his mental capacity and demeanor, it was 
extremely unlikely that any credible threat existed for 
Lieutenant Governor Carnahan. 


AUSA Poehling advised that he would decline prosecution 
in the matter upon notification of Lieutenant Governor Carnahan 





Lt . Governor Mel Carnahan-Victim; 
Extortion 


Governor 
However, [ 
advised ^ 


Carnahan was t raveling and not available for interview. 


tne contents 


by the Missouri State Highway Patrol. F 

nalT 


Carnahan's political director, was 
of the letter and the threat assessment 

advised that he 


would provide the information to Carnahan. 


It should be noted that on July 14, 1992, AUSA Poehling 
was advised of the notification of Lieutenant Governor Carnahan 
and confirmed he would decline prosecution after U.S. Attorney 
Stephen B. Higgins was apprised of the situation. 


On April 7, 1993, Poehling advised SSA| that 

he would notify United States Attorney Higgins ana rnar me St . 
Louis Division of the FBI did not need to conduct any further 
investigation regarding this matter. 

Sincerely yours. 


Special Agent in Charge 


By; 

Supervisory Special Agent 



U.S. Department of Justice 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
FileNo. 9A-SL-176046 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Post Office 7251, Main Station 
St. Louis, Missouri 63177 
January 21, 1993 


Honorable Stephen B. Higgins 
United States Attorney 
United States Department of Justice 
1114 Market Street, Room 414 
St. Louis, Missouri 63101 


Attention 


Dear Mr. 


: Mr. Richard L. Poehling 

Assistant United States Attorney 


Higgins: RE: | | 

Mel Carnahan, 

Lieutenant Governor, 
State of Missouri-Victim 
Extortion 



Enclosed for the United States Attorney, Eastern 
District of Missouri, is one copy of a letter to the United 
States Attorney dated September 11, 1992. 


This is to confirm a conversation between Special Agent 

(SA)| land Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) 

Richard L. Poehling on November 16 and December 28, 1992, at 
which time referenced matter was discussed. AUSA Poehling 
advised that his office would decline prosecution regarding this 
matter upon concurrence of his opinion with Lieutenant Governor 
Carnahan and United States Attorney (USA) Higgins. 


Jrv- addressee 
^2^ St. Louis 
ACP : acp 
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# 4 

Per enclosed letter to the United States Attorney, it 
is requested that USA Higgins be apprised of the situation so 
that this matter may be brought to its conclusion. It is 
requested that this opinion be rendered as soon as possible. 

Sincerely yours. 


Special Agent in Charge 


Bvi 

Supervisory Special Agent 


2 




